CHAPTER FOUR

PARLIAMENTARY
INSTITUTIONS

THE parliamentary institutions of Canada both Dominion
and provincial are profoundly influenced at every turn by
their North American milieu and the federal system within
which they operate. The interaction of British inheritance
and American environment is variously reflected in Parlia-
ment, the executive, the modes of financial control, the
political parties, and municipal government. Yet more
notable than the inevitable imprint of North America is
the extent to which Canada has preserved the basic elements
of the British parliamentary r6gime, especially the symbolism
of the monarchy, the intimate tie between executive and
legislature, the presence of parties disciplined by parliamen-
tary leadership, and the very meagre reliance upon direct
appeals to the people in referenda. The constitutional
system, despite the impact of political movements in America
from the Declaration of Independence to Franklin Roosevelt,
is clearly an adaptation of the institutional development of
Great Britain, particularly that development in the two
centuries from the Puritan Revolution to the ministry of
William Gladstone.
The democracy of Canada, unlike that of its neighbour,
is without a revolutionary tradition. In its history, from
the small and parochial colonial legislatures of the eighteenth
century to the modern national Parliament, there has been
no sharp break in the steady institutional growth, no profound
eruptions from below, no heroic enunciation of independence,
and no declaration of rights. The subtle sense of continuity
is here very strong. The one critical turning-point in the
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